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 The philosophy of Tathagatagarbha was a branch of India Mahayana philosophy, 
and also was the main theoretic source of Chinese Buddhist schools like Zen, Tiantai, 
Huayan and Esoteric. The different interpreting of Tathagatagarbha philosophy in the 
different Chinese Buddhist schools was a result from the explanation difference 
coming from Indian Buddhist sects and the method of analogy when interpreting and 
understanding Tathagatagarbha philosophy on Southern and Northern dynasties. 
There were many arguments about how to explain and understand Tathagatagarbha 
philosophy in late days. The school of China Institute of Inner Learning explained 
Indian Tathagatagarbha philosophy based on Yogacara Consciousness Only theory, 
and figured out that the innate enlightenment theory based on “A Wakening of 
Mahayana Faith” was an indigenous theory of Tathagatagarbha. The school of 
Wuchang Buddhist Institute regarded the innate enlightenment theory as the inheritor 
of Indian Tathagatagarbha philosophy. Japanese Critical Buddhism interpreted the 
philosophy of Tathagatagarbha into a model of “Dhatu-Vada”, where multi-dharmas 
were originated from one locus, and labeled it as a “locus” philosophy. With the 
method of combination of literature research and structural linguistics, based on the 
metaphor theory summarized from Tathagatagarbha Sutras and the Originally Pure 
Mind theory of Tathagatagarbha Sutras, this paper put forward a dialectical model of 
“one mind” to interpret Tathagatagarbha philosophy of “Lankavatara sutra”. The 
model is a big metaphor constituted by Tathagatagarbha-alayavijnana, Sunya 
Tathagatagarbha and Asunya Tathagatagarbha, it is to analyze the meaning of 
Dharma-dhatu which the metaphor “Lankavatara” is explained through the theory of 
“Five Dharmas”, “Three self nature”, “Eight Consciousnesses”, “Two no self”. The 
sattva-dhatu and Tathagata-dhatu constitute the “Cause and Effect relationship” 
advocated by Mahayana Buddhism, the Dharma-dhatu is the connection between 
cause and effect. The sattva-dhatu, Dharma-dhatu and Tathagata-dhatu are in “one 
mind” or in “one dhatu”. In this dhatu, alayavijnana realm, which is the state of 
conceptualization and defilement, is named sattva-dhatu (sentient being); Sunya 
Tathagatagarbha wisdom realm, which is the state of establishing observation widom, 
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Tathagatagarbha Prajna realm, which is the state of complete conversion, realising of 
evenness form of Dharma-dhatu, teaching the sentient beings doctrine, is named 
Buddha. Hinayana liberation theory is to abandon the samsara world, Mahayana 
dialectical liberation theory is no-self samsara. 
 The paper did a reseach on the relationship between “Lankavatara sutra” and “A 
Wakening of Mahayana Faith”, “Platform sutra”. Most of the glossary in “A 
Wakening of Mahayana Faith” was from the Tathagatagarbha sutras, its ontological 
explanation model has the characteristic of method of analogy, it lost the characteristic 
of Mahayana Cause and Effect theory, and resulted in the meditation theory changing 
to explore the original pure of mind. Platform sutra was the inheritor of South Indian 
Mahayana Theravada Buddhist tradition, which had close relation with Lankavatara 
sutra, the difference between Southern and Northern Zen sect were mainly on the 
understanding of Prajna observation. The paper concludes that, due to the lack of the 
awareness of structural linguistic theory, the “Dhatu-Vada” explanation model which 
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